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The Old Man  

The Monthly Newsletter of the Magothy River Sailing Association 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

                                                                                                                                          
 

 
This month our featured MRSA members are the Hughes’ who have been in the club since the 80’s and have been 
active volunteers throughout the years. When they say they are going to help, they always go the extra mile. For 
example, if you smell bacon cooking around Church Creek and see groups of MRSA members making their way up 
the hill from their boats early on a summer Sunday morning, they are probably going to Rich and Toni Hughes’ 
house for their Annual MRSA Omelet Brunch.  
 
 

 

Commodore's  Comments 

 Calendar of Upcoming Events 

              
            
-   June 10    -    June Picnic 
 
-   June 24-25 - Summer Solstice Cruise, West River 
 
-   July 1-3    -    Fourth of July Cruise, St. Michaels 
 
-   July  22    -    Corsica River Cruise / Race      
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_ Long Cruise 
 
  
                     

  
 
- June 28, Saturday – Dog Day Afternoon in Eagle Cove   

June  2017 
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The Hughes’ have been hosting this event for more than 20 years, and it is a highlight of our sailing season; if you 
haven’t been, you are missing out!  Rich is stationed at the stove surrounded by four omelet pans, and guests are 
greeted by Toni who makes sure they fill out their omelet specifics on a ticket.  The orders are pinned in a line next 
to the stove, like in a restaurant, for the chef to complete one by one.  The Hughes Team has served up omelets for 
more than 50 at a time, and their practice has made them and their omelets FANTASTIC!  They have a long, RICH 
(pun intended), and tasty history with our club and with sailing.  When I asked if I could highlight them for this article, 
not only did they agree, but they wrote their own article.  Below are Toni’s words. 
 
I was born and grew up in Nebraska.  Rich grew up in Cleveland, Ohio, and learned to sail on Lake Erie.  Rich and I 
met in Omaha on a blind date. I had just graduated from nursing school, and he was in the Air Force stationed in 
Omaha. We have been married 41 years.  
 
With his time in the USAF, we moved to several different states. While Rich was attending a school in Mississippi, 
we got our first sailboat, a 16’ Hobie Cat.  Our kids, now all adults, learned to sail on that little boat.  We moved to 
Western Maryland where we were introduced to the Chesapeake Bay and kept our first cruising sailboat in Middle 
River. When it was time to be transferred from the Western Maryland station, we opted for an assignment to the 
Pentagon so we could stay close to the Chesapeake Bay.  We moved to Arnold in 1983 and continued to cruise our 
Lance 28, Take Time, from the Magothy River. We purchased FANTASTIC in 1989 and joined MRSA to do 
Wednesday night racing as a family. In addition to racing FANTASTIC, we became associated with the MRSA 
cruisers and have cruised extensively with the club. Both Rich and Toni have served many positions on the MRSA 
board including each serving as Commodore. 
 
Our oldest son, JT, was and still is an avid racer. He lives in Savannah with his wife and family. He races a Laser 
many weekends in the Savannah area. Our middle son, Matt, was our racing crew chief when he and his family 
lived in the area. They now live in NH. Our daughter, Katie, and son live in Baltimore. She enjoys being on the 
water but not necessary making the boat go! Our youngest son, Kevin, and his wife have just moved to Waco, 
Texas.  There is a large lake in the area; they hope to get invited to join friends on a pontoon boat.  
  
Our favorite MRSA story is probably the Labor Day cruise to Worton Creek. We had planned to have dinner ashore 
and celebrate Beth VanFossen's retirement.  Several boats anchored outside of the creek, and we picked up all of 
the cruisers on our boat to travel to the restaurant.  As we're enjoying dinner, we could see the clouds arriving and 
changing color (very dark). We knew we might get wet going back to the boats. We didn't plan on the challenging 
conditions and pouring rain as we delivered everyone to their respective boats.  We managed to get everyone back 
to their boat safely, although, we were all very wet. 
 
We moved from Arnold to Edgewater in 2007 and have stayed active with MRSA continuing to cruise with the club, 
and Rich keeps his competitive nature satisfied while racing on the Magothy aboard White Lightning with Charlie 
Hutchinson. 
 
Rich and Toni are MRSA All-Stars who have given so much to the club over the years.  Thank you both for your 
friendship and for your many hours volunteering.  You are FANTASTIC! 
 

My best, 

Dennise 

Dennise R. Fath 

Commodore, Magothy River Sailing Association 
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Ship's Store 

           

 

By Loura Bonham 

Start saving at our Online Store now - take 15% off your order with no  
minimum!  Use code:  https://mrsa.qbstores.com/OC/SF7606 
 
We hope you  enjoy this sale from June 6, until June 19, 2017. 

Club cruising burgees are now available at the cost of $11 each.  These will be available at all MRSA land functions 
and also by personal request to me at louradbonham@gmail.com or by calling or texting 443-799-3813.  .  

 

 

 

FACEBOOK 

Chris Adriance and Kristin Mullins have launched a Facebook page for MRSA.  The results of their efforts can be 
found at our new address facebook.com/magothysailing.  As you may know, on Facebook when you “like” a 
company or organization, that action brings that organization closer to the top of the pile in search engines.  For 
instance, if you “liked ” the MRSA Facebook page, when people search the internet for sailing or racing 
organizations in our area, MRSA would be closer to the top of the list which gives us more local exposure and 
possibly more members.  

We think it is important for the MRSA membership to support Chris and Kristin’s effort by using the link 
above and “liking” our page.  Their effort has been huge, and we should support them! They will continue to be 
the point people for Facebook and if you have pics or articles or anything you’d like them to share on Facebook, 
please feel free to reach out to them.  PLEASE SUPPORT OUR FACEBOOK PAGE! 

On another note, Chris and Kristin were able to get an article about MRSA published in this issue of SpinSheet.  
Check it out.   

 

  

 
 

http://facebook.com/magothysailing
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Memorial Day Cruise 2017 

 
Despite the weather forecast the Memorial Day cruise to Wye Island was again successful. Saturday was a motor 
boat ride. The racer to St Michael’s had to abandon the race for lack of wind.  The boats in attendance included 
“Chapter Three” with John and Debbie Lund, “Frequent Flyer” with Mike and Loura Bonham, “Blue Moon” with 
Norm and Chris Poulsen, “Flying Low” with Al and Sue Kirkendall, “Royal Salute” with Kent and Nancy Shaffer, 
“Eighth Deadly Sin” with Mike and Annette Mullarky with guest Linda, “Betelgeuse” with Jon Mullarky, Rob and 
Kara Mullarky, and John, Ruth and Natasha Balmer, and “Fantastic “ with Rich and Toni Hughes and grandson 
Weiler. Less hearty souls Wally and Jean Gribbon and  Fred and Sue Betz came by land yachts. 
The Saturday Happy Hour was held on shore under the pavilion to miss the rain drops. Some cooked dinner on the 
grill that night.  
Sunday morning boat inspections listed a banana, all kinds were found.  “Top Banana”, Banana Boat sun tan lotion, 
and even some black, previously frozen bananas. (they were black). Bonhams won the event with all of items found 
in record time.  
The afternoon games were well underway but were ended quickly with rain coming down heavy and steadily. Most 
of the cruisers were prepared with hatches closed and food to share brought ashore on the first trip.  
A movie that was shown Saturday evening was reshown in the lodge to pass the rain delay time.  Dinner was the 
usual delicious feast with barbequed chicken and many sides to share. The evening rapped up with a brief awards 
ceremony so that everyone could return to their boats between the downpours. 
Monday’s trip home was cool and cloudy; no rain and no wind. Still a good weekend on the water. 

 
 

Future  Events 
 
 
 

                          
Annual June Picnic 

 
 
Wow! It is time for the Annual June picnic. The festivities begin at 5 p.m. on Saturday, June 10th, at the Poe's home 
in Pasadena at 438 Shady Lane. Come by land or by sea. Wear your finest Hawaiian shirt or dress! There will be 
prizes! Park along the chain link fence, and you will find us at the house with the blue shutters facing the water! 
Hamburgers, hot dogs, beverages and dessert will be provided. A to H bring Side dishes, I to M bring Appetizers, N 
to Z bring Salads or Side dishes. 

 Call Peggy  at 410-916-3480 (cell) on the day of if you are lost! 

 Wrap-Up 
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CRUISE TO WEST RIVER, JUNE 24
TH

 

 TO CELEBRATE THE SUMMER SOLSTICE ! 
By Mike & Loura Bonham 

 

The June solstice explained: 

 

The June solstice occurs when the sun is at its furthest point from the equator – it reaches its northernmost point 
and the earth’s North Pole tilts directly towards the sun, at about 23.5 degrees. It is also known as the northern 
solstice because it occurs when the sun is directly over the Tropic of Cancer in the northern hemisphere. According 
to Swinburne University of Technology, if the earth's rotation was at right angles to the plane of its orbit around the 
sun, there would be no solstice days and no seasons. 

The June solstice day has the longest hours of daylight for those living north of the Tropic of Cancer. Those living 
or travelling to the north of the Arctic Circle are able to see the “midnight sun”, where the sun remains visible 
throughout the night, while those living or travelling south of the Antarctic Circle will not see sun during this time of 
the year. For those living near the equator, the sun does not shift up and down in the sky as much compared with 
other geographical locations away from the equator during this time of the year. This means that the length of day 
temperature does not vary as much. 

The June solstice marks the first day of the summer season in the northern hemisphere. The word solstice is from 
the Latin word “solstitium”, meaning “sun-stopping”, because the point at which the sun appears to rise and set 
stops and reverses direction after this day. On this day, the sun does not rise precisely in the east, but rises to the 
north of east and sets to the north of west allowing it to be in the sky for a longer period of time. In the southern 
hemisphere, the June solstice is known as the shortest day of the year. It is when the sun has reached its furthest 
point from the equator and marks the first day of winter. 
 
Now, for the good stuff…..The Bonham’s are hosting a summer solstice cruise to the West River, Saturday, June 
24

th
.   

 
Let’s enjoy some drinks together on Frequent Flyer at 4:30 p.m.  As usual with our cruises, please bring any drinks 
that you desire to consume.   
 
Regarding dinner, we have not made any formal obligation to eating as a group.  If you choose to have dinner on 
land, there are three sites that we know of nearby--Pirate’s Cove Restaurant where they take reservations.  Outside 
that restaurant is Big Mary’s Dock Bar that seats 6 at a table and do not take reservations. There is always good 
music and a tropical atmosphere at the Dock Bar.  Also, there is Thursday’s which do not take reservations but has 
always worked out well for our group in the past with indoor as well as outdoor seating.  If you have an opinion 
about where you would like to dine, send that along with your RSVP.   
 
In years past later in the evening, we were royally entertained by a band on a raft celebrating the Summer Solstice.  
Maybe we will luck out and have that provided for us again this year.  If so, we could grab our bottles and huddle on 
Frequent Flyer to enjoy this if it does occur.   
 
If you are driving, there are motel rooms available at Pirate’s Cove.  Check the website if there is any interest.  If 
planning on driving to the cruise, we will find a hop out on the water for you in one of the dinghy’s.   
 
Regarding slips at Pirate’s Cove Marina, they are given first come, first served with no reservations ahead of time 
with very reasonable fees.     
 
PleaseRSVP in case there are any changes and we need to notify you. We all know how contrary the weather can 
be when you have plans on the water.  Please respond by Friday, June 16

th
 to louradbonham@gmail.com or phone 

410-439-0507 or text to 443-799-3813.  Thanks in advance for letting us know.  We hope you are able to join us.  
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Miles River YC Lobster Feast. 

 
 

Dennise and I are hosting the Miles River YC Lobster Feast on August 5
th
.  I have been in touch with the club, 

and they may have slips available.  If you plan to attend and would like a slip, please let me know ASAP.  I am sure 
they will limit us to between 5 to 8 slips. Slips will be on a first come basis.  I will need boat length, beam, draft with 
your email request back to me at rhswank@gmail.com  I need this information ASAP. 
 
Thanks, 
Rod Swank 

 
 

 

 

Note from MRSA Fleet Captain Cruising 

 

Need Volunteers..... 

We still have two open cruises.  The 4
th
 of July Cruise, July 1st through the 3

rd
 ,  and the Frostbite Cruise, 

destination TBD, October 28
th
 and 29

th
.  Please check your calendar, and kindly let me know if any of you might 

want to volunteer to fill these gaps in our cruising schedule.  

Smooth Sailing, 

Rod Swank 

rhswank@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

http://gmail.com/
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MRSA Cruiser Racing Meeting at PSA Club House- 30 May '17  

(by Mark Walker) 
 

We had a meeting on 30 May at the PSA Club House to discuss National Cruiser Racing and our MRSA status and 
future, we had 11 boaters attend from MRSA, PSA and Chesapeake Racing Cruiser Association (CRCA). Thanks 
to the PSA club and John Aellen for providing their club house and supporting the meeting.  
The objectives for the meeting were to: 

 To establish the MRSA Cruiser Class(s) rules for the remainder of 2017 

 To provide all interested cruisers with CRCA information (Rules, Bay Races, etc.) 

 Develop camaraderie and support for MRSA Cruiser Racing  

 Identify general objectives for future years related to changes, classes, rules, scoring, etc.  
 
Jay Tyson (CRCA) provided an excellent presentation on CRCA, Ocean Racing Association (ORA), Ocean Racing 
Rules (ORR), etc. Jay has been involved in CRCA for many years, mostly the East Coast, and also is the lead for 
CRCA which started on the Bay in 2015. Jay provided us with lots of Cruiser Racing information to support our 
discussion on what we will be doing on the Magothy, in addition to the Bay racing.  
 
Jay also showed us how the Cruiser Racing class participation is increasing significantly throughout the east coast 
and ocean races in addition to the Bay. One excellent Bay example is the PSA Race to Rock Hall last fall and the 3 
series races this year on the Bay. Both PSA races this year are included in 2 of the series. 
 
The following chart shows the ORC Comparison of two boats (ORC is similar to ORR). There are several key 
points in this chart, basically that the ORC ratings for the boats are based on the wind and the type of race so a 

Racing Corner 
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boat has many ratings based on these variables. Note the differences between the two boats and the amount of 
time that the FARR 30 owes the J-35 depending on the wind and type of course. Also note that the PHRF rating is 
one value for all wind conditions. Also, the PHRF time owed is smaller in all wind conditions. The difference 
between the two comparison charts is the type of course which also affects the time deltas.  
 

So with less than two weeks until Wednesday Night Racing starts up again on the Magothy, it’s time, if you have 
not done so yet, to get your entry in.  To date, I’d say we’re about 50/50.  The quickest way to enter is online at the 
Racing page on the MRSA website at www.magothysailing.com.  While you’re there, click on the RC Schedule link, 
pick an empty date and send an email to Jim Gary or reply to this email with the date that you would like to do your 
RC duty. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Mariners Notice:  Have you ever noticed   That a sailor is wonderfully handy around the house. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Bay Bites is a section of the Old Man of tasty treats that can be made on a boat. I know we all love our boats and 
enjoy eating, so, dig up your favorite boat recipe from your galley to share with the MRSA members  
Please send your recipe to  newsletter@magothysailing.com,and I will publish it in Bay Bites. 
 
                                        

 
 
 
 
 

Mariner's Notice 

Bay Bites 
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MRSA  Classified  
 
 
 
 

MRSA Classifieds – good deals from MRSA members   

 
 
HELP WANTED:    MRSA is looking to fill the position of Editor for the OLD MAN.  The vacancy for this position 
opens March 1, 2017.  If you have a computer, you qualify for the job.  No resume or interviews are required. If you 
are willing to take on the job or would like to volunteer someone else, contact: Mike Bonham at 
mwbonham@aol.com or call at 410-439-0507.  
 
 
 
 
SAIL FREE once a week.... willing to train but you must be “dedicated” to learning.  We may be out in rough 
conditions, so, this is not for the faint of heart.   We leave the dock at 4:30 PM sharp.  All summer long, starting mid 
April.  We can teach you if you are able to handle yourself on a "small boat" in heavy weather. Please respond with 
a contact number, email SailingDr@aol.com.  
 
 
 
 
 
FOR SALE    Pearson 37, Racer/Cruiser, 1982, Hull #10, Bumble Bee 
 
 
Dimensions: 
LOA: 36.92 ft, LWL: 30.08 ft, Beam: 11.83 ft, Displacement: 12524, Ballast: 5400 lbs. 
Tankage: Fuel: 35 gal, Water: 70 gal, Yanmar 3GM30 diesel (new in 2001), 27hp, 590 hrs. 
Performance 
Raced for many years on the Chesapeake Bay by current owners and has proved to be a top level racer (1

st
, 3

rd
, 4

th
 

and 6
th
 out of 5 Governors Cup Chesapeake Bay Race, plus about 25 trophies in the past 12 years.  

Electronics: 
Garmin GPSMAP 192C, Garmin network with depth, speed, wind direction and two monitors in cockpit, SailComp 
103C racing calculator, Raytheon ST4000 Autopilot with SPX smart pilot, ICOM IC-M45 VHF 
Horizon MST30 AM/FM Stereo with tape player 
Overall Accommodations, Layout, Equipment 
Very stylish low profile lines, nicely set up cruiser with shower, hot water plumbing (need hot water heater), Force 
10 stove, sleeps 7, large selection of sails. The mast is the taller version, fin keel, hydraulic vang and backstay, 
responds very quickly and points excellently up wind. Spray dodger, connecting bimini with back shade (new 2013, 
used 4 times) 
Asking price is $34,900.  Call 410-647-2468, 410-562-3421 or celerity1@verizon.net 
 
 
 

Deep water slip (28-42’) on the Magothy for rent. Very protected in Black Hole creek across from PSA. Water 

and electricity available. Call Tom at 443-537-7264 for details! Thanks!  
 
 
 
 
FOR RENT:  Now taking reservations for the 2017 season. Waterfront home on a bridged private island on Lake 
Winnipesaukee (New Hampshire). 3 bedroom, 2 bath vintage cottage sleeps 6-8, with 125 feet of shoreline, dock, 2 
kayaks, 1 canoe. Located on a pretty cove protected from waves and wind for great swimming but with direct 
access to the open lake. Western exposure so you can soak up the warm late afternoon sunshine on the large deck. 
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Flat screen TV, wireless internet, and a washer/dryer are included.  Lake Winnipesaukee, located just south of the 
White Mountains, is the third largest natural lake in New England, 22 miles long and 8 miles wide with hundreds of 
coves and islands. You can see the bottom through 10 feet of crystal clear water at the end of the dock. Quaint 
towns, multiple outdoor activities for adults and kids, and many excellent restaurants are all nearby. Google "Black 
Cat Island" to see the location. 
Special rate for MRSA members - $1650/week 
Contact Norm and Chris Poulsen at cnpoulsen@gmail.com for more information and pictures 

 

 
 

    
 
                                                               
 

 
 

The Old Man 

Magothy River Sailing Association  
P.O. Box 1135 Pasadena, MD 21122   
 
 

 Please do your part to restore the Bay and actively make it cleaner. 
 
  
htttp://www.magothysailing.com                                            

Treasure the 
Chesapeake! 
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