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Commodore’s Comments 
 
For my monthly article for the Old Man I have been highlighting active MRSA members who have given their time 
and effort to MRSA.  Evan Clayton is a shining example (beacon if you will) of that.  His work with the Junior 
Sailing Program is tremendous and his contributions to kid’s lives is unparalleled. He not only has lots of sailing and 
racing experience on the Chesapeake but he’s also races in Australia.  His is a sailing family, and he is one of our 
Junior Training success stories!  Read-on to learn more. Below are Evan’s answers to my interview questions: 

Any other sailors in the family? My sister and I learned how to sail through the MRSA junior training 
program.  Both of my parents sail.  My grandfather taught my mother when she was younger and taught my dad 
when my parents started dating. 

Story exemplifying your love of family, water, sailing. When I was young, before Junior Training, my sister and I 
would sail on the sunfish that my mother learned how to sail on.  We would launch it from the house, and dad would 
instruct us from the end of the pier.  It was really great to be able to sail right off the shore and amazing that the 
sunfish held together so well. 

How long have you lived near/on the Magothy.  I have lived near the Magothy my whole life.  My parents built 
the house that I live in when I was a baby.  I am lucky that my job allows me to stay in the area while they travel so I 
can maintain the house. 

When did you start boating and or sailing? How did you come by your first boat and what was it 
named?  Other boats? I started sailing on the sunfish just before starting to attend Junior Training.  We also had a 
Nacra 15 catamaran that dad and I sailed.  Those were both small boats that had been in the family for a while.  My 
uncle also kept my grandfather's boat at my parent’s pier, which my parents raced on Wednesday nights.  If anyone 
has been racing for a while they may recognize "Tomfoolery."  It was a Ranger 29 that my grandfather sailed out of 
Bayberry and when he passed, my uncle kept it on the Magothy and my parents sailed it. Right now the fleet has 
been whittled down to powerboats.    

 

 Calendar of Upcoming Events 

              
            
-    September 2-4  Labor Day Cruise 
-    September 2-17  Long Cruise 
-    September 16-17  Sunday Brunch Cruise 
-    September 30-Oct 1 Dessert Cruise  
-    October 7    Member Meeting 
-    October 14   Bull Roast 
-    October 28-29  Frostbite/Goose Cruise 
 
   
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_ Long Cruise 
 
  
                     

  
 
- June 28, Saturday – Dog Day Afternoon in Eagle Cove   
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Are you a cruiser or racer or both?  I am primarily a racer.  I have been racing with my father since I started 
sailing.  I enjoy the thrill of competing against other boats and making the boats go as fast as I can. 

Do you have a favorite sailing story? My favorite sailing story is the first race that I did in Australia with my 
dad.  We found an offshore race that was about double the distance of the Governor's Cup to St. Mary's.  Dad 
found a boat while he was living in AUS for work and I took time off work to join him.  The experience of sailing in a 
new area was amazing.  The first race was 140 NM from one city to another, and then a week of races around to 
local islands.  It was amazing to be sailing under the stars, no light pollution, skipping along at 12 knots at 2 AM.  I 
loved that my dad and I were able to do the race together. 

Favorite anchorage or race? My favorite race is the Governor's Cup race to SMC.  I have done it on multiple 
boats and enjoyed every race.  Some are harder to enjoy than others, but the stories from each one are great. 

How long have you been members of MRSA, and what offices held? My family has been a part of MRSA for 3 
generations.  My grandfather is a past Commodore, and my parents were members when I was growing up.  I have 
been a member for 3 years, and have been the Junior Training Fleet Captain that entire time. 

Good memory of MRSA? The Junior Training is a great memory.  Growing up sailing every summer was 
great.  As I got older, I would drive my sister and neighborhood friends to the program when it moved to 
Grachur.  Once I completed the program I became an instructor.  Now, I am the head of the Junior Training 
program, and working hard to make sure that the kids growing up have a great experience, just like I did. 

Retirement plans, travel, family, sailing trip? I am planning on going back to AUS to compete in the Port Lincoln 
Regatta on a boat belonging to Australian friends.  My parents are also moving to France soon, so I will be looking 
for opportunities to sail over there as well. 

What do you like to do in your spare time other than sailing?  In my spare time, I like to relax with friends and 
play board and computer games.  I built the computer that I have now from parts.  I also like to read a lot.  I started 
listening to audio books on the way to work, which helps when things get busy. 

Anything you would like to add? For me, sailing is a family event.  The stories from each sail grow and make 
everyone closer.  I am very happy to have found a sport in which everyone bands together. 

 Please join me in thanking Evan for being such an active member of MRSA and for donating so much time to the 
Junior Sailing Program! 

 Fair winds and following seas, 

Dennise 

Dennise R. Fath 
Commodore, Magothy River Sailing Association 
 
PS - As you know, our old Old Man, Mike Bonham, has retired from being our Old Man. He contributed so much 
and we thank him and being the Old Man which naturally to him (wink, wink)!  On our quest for a new Old Man no 
one has stepped forward, except me!  I’m now the new Old WOman behind the publication, although it doesn’t 
come very naturally to me (wink, wink)!  If another Old someone or other wanted to take over, I’d gladly step aside 

 
We are nearing the end of our summer sailing season and we are beginning to think about the thrill of fall 
sailing. However, the members of the 2017 Board of Governors (BOG) have that and other things are their 
minds.  They are contemplating the ends of their terms and the Commodore is watching her email daily, 
hourly, minute-by-minute in anticipation of the new BOG volunteers reaching out to give their time for the 
 

 

2018 Season! 

 

 OF NOTE 
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WE NEED VOLUNTEERS FOR THE BOG! 

 

 
 

Past Events 
 

July 4
th

 Cruise 

Swan Creek 

By Debbie Lund 

 
The July 4

th
 cruise was planned at the last minute. With the holiday on a Tuesday and the HH weather-Hot and 

Humid, there were only two boats for the four days. The best day for sailing was Saturday, July 1
st
 and it was a 

pleasant reach from the Magothy River to Swan Creek. Every weekend is another adventure when you have a new 
boat.  
 
For the past 30 years, anchoring has not been a problem for the Lund’s. Usually we would pick our spot (sometimes 
there were disagreements as to the location) and the anchor would hold the boat. Now we have a new boat, new 
type of anchor, all chain and a windlass with a remote control. Life should be good because all I have to do is push 
a button! On Saturday, the anchor won’t set. There was a breeze and the forecast was for a front to come through 
with the possibility of 50 mph winds. Luckily there was a mooring for rent at Haven Harbor. The front did come 
through with mostly rain but the wind did shift directions. We were very happy on the mooring.  
 
The timing of the front was great because the rain was finished prior to Happy Hour. The Poe’s hosted Happy Hour 
on Ravenous and were joined by the John and Debbie Lund and Rich and Toni Hughes. The Timerman’s were also 
on anchor in Swan Creek. Both the Hughes and the Timerman’s were going in to Rock Hall on Sunday for the July 
4

th
 holiday.  

 
The Poe’s and Lund’s continued the holiday weekend in the Chester River. Unfortunately, the winds died on 
Sunday so we motored to Reed Creek. The entrance is always a challenge but GPS/chart plotter has made it 
easier. As usual, Reed Creek was very quiet with only three other boats in the creek. The jelly fish have not arrived 
so it was great swimming. The water temperature was in the mid 80’s.  
 
Our life was easier because we were able to raft up to Ravenous and have a secure anchor. Unfortunately, the 
Poe’s had battery problems. Luckily, the starting battery was still good so they stayed out for the entire weekend. 
On Sunday, the four of us went to Bill and Phyllis Eaton’s farm house for a party. On Monday, we waited for the tide 
to be rising before we left the anchorage. We were only going across the Chester River to Grays Inn Creek. Several 
years ago, we spent July 3

rd
 in Grays Inn Creek and determined you have a perfect view of the fireworks from Rock 

Hall. There were several boats that came in the creek to view the fireworks but we were the only 2 boats that spent 
the night in the Creek. The big problem with the creek was the flies. Earlier in the day there was a crop duster that 
was fun to watch but he didn’t kill the flies.  
 
On Tuesday, July 4

th
, we came back to the Magothy. We were able to sail across the Bay but the winds were light. 

We did make it back before the rain but we brought the eastern shore flies to the western shore. John and I spent 
the next weekend buying a new CQR anchor and attaching it to our chain. Hopefully, this will solve our anchoring 
problem!  
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Lobster Fest 

Miles River Yacht Club 

By Rod Swank 

 

The 2017 Miles River Yacht Club Lobster Fest weekend offered comfortable weather and a great sail over to MRYC. 
With winds of 15 to 20 knots out of the North West it made for a quick trip. Moxie left Annapolis around 9:45, initially 
sailing on half the main only, doing 8.5 knots. After rounding into Eastern Bay we put out half the Genny and 
continued at speeds in excess of 7 knots, docking at MRYC at 1:15.  Other boats sailing over were, Norm and Chris 
Poulsen on Blue Moon, Rich and Toni Hughes, along with two prospective new members, sailed their boat, 
Fantastic, Kent and Nancy Shaffer on Royale Salute, and Dave and Denise Boyer and their son Dylan, on Tattoo. 
Mark and Marty Walker had boat problems and ended up driving over and spending the night on Moxie. 
 
The dinner was served inside this year, even thought it wasn't the typical 90+ degrees.  We all gathered together 
and enjoyed the feast which was cooked to perfection. After dinner, we hosted an after-dinner cocktail hour aboard 
Moxie. The hit of the evening was the Dark and Stormy's from bartender Mark Walker.  He and Marty came with all 
the fixin's and served up drinks for all. We now have a new tradition…. Mark and Marty, hint, hint! 
 
Sunday's return trip was the opposite of Saturday with very light breezes and an iron Genny all the way back home.  
Another great Lobster Fest behind us now but looking forward to next year. 
 

   

 
MRSA Picnic 

Mil-Bur Park 

By Dave Pirone and Bill Taylor 
 
The day started out with a few sprinkles and looking very overcast.  Just as a precaution, Bill Taylor and I erected a 
large canopy and a large cover over the food and picnic tables.  A gentle breeze continued all day, but the rain held 
off until well after we cleaned up after the picnic.  A total of 31 members enjoyed hamburgers, hot dogs, Italian 
sausage and many side dishes and desserts.  Only a few people took advantage of the pool and the members that 
were to arrive by boat changed their minds and arrived by land yacht instead because of the threatening 
skies.  Overall, we had a great chance to exchange boat stories and catch up on our personal busy summer 
lives.  It was also great to see our past commodore, Mike Bonham, up and around enjoying our conversations.  He 
looks great and can't wait till he gets the Green Light to get back to sailing.  Overall, we missed the rain and had an 
enjoyable summer afternoon on the Magothy and Cornfield Creek. 

 
Future Events 
 
 

 
 

Labor Day Cruise 
September 2-4 
Choptank 
Cruise Captains: Sue & Al Kirkendall 
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By Al Kirkendall 
You deserve a break!  Join us for the Labor Day Cruise.  After a thrilling sail on Saturday, September 2

nd
 we will 

enter the Choptank and anchor in the thriving metropolis of Sherwood at Waterhole Cove.  Happy hour will 
commence aboard Flying Low at 1700. On Sunday we will proceed to Oxford selecting our anchorage at 
Plaindealing Creek.  Reservations will be made at Capsized restaurant (it comes highly recommended) for those 
interested in dining ashore on Sunday night.  The Long Cruise led by the Lunds will head south on Monday.  Those 
of us returning to work or school will head north.  Please respond to the Evite, contact Al and Sue Kirkendall at 
410.437.3630, or email alkirkendall@verizon.net if you plan to attend.  See you on the water! 

 
 

Long Cruise 
September 2-17 
Come to the planning meeting 
Cruise Captains: Debbie & John Lund 

 

 
      

 
 

                                                                   Pic spoof by Dennise Fath 

 
By Debbie Lund 
The start of the long cruise is Labor Day Weekend. The Kirkendall’s are planning that weekend and on Monday we 
will continue south. Our plans will be to arrive in South River/Church Creek on September 16

th
 and back to the 

Magothy on the 17
th
. If anyone is interested in participating in any part of the cruise, please contact us at 

dlund210@gmail.com or 410-544-2551. We will have a planning meeting in August to finalize the details of the two 
weeks.  
 
 

Sunday Brunch Cruise 
September 16-17 
Church Creek, South River 
Cruise Captains: Toni & Rich Hughes 

 
 
 
 

 
               Dessert Cruise 
               September 30 - Oct 1 
               Inner Harbor, Baltimore 
               Cruise Captains: Peggy & Ed Poe 

 
 
 

 

 
  
 
 

Bull Roast 
October 14 

Broad Creek 
Cruise Captains: Cecilia Hayes 

& RT. Klamm 

 
 

 

 

 

 

mailto:alkirkendall@verizon.net
mailto:dlund210@gmail.com
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Frostbite/Goose Cruise 
October 28 – 29th 
Destination TBD 
Need a Cruise Captain 

 

 
 
Note from MRSA Fleet Captain Cruising - Need a Cruise Captain…We still have an open cruise, The Frostbite, 
destination TBD, October 28

th
 and 29

th
.  Please check your calendar, and kindly let me know you might want to 

volunteer to fill this gap in our cruising schedule.  

 
Rod Swank 
Fleet Captain Cruising 
rhswank@gmail.com      
 

FACEBOOK 

Chris Adriance and Kristin Mullins are continuing to update our Facebook page and they’ve provided some recent 
metrics on a couple ads MRSA sponsored.  Several people have liked our page and the metrics say MRSA has 
reached 474 people and we've had 11 responses.  

The address is facebook.com/magothysailing and you can go on the page and “like” things every day. Hey you 
could click the link right now!  Put it on your calendar to do all the time!  Help us spread the word about MRSA to 
attract new members! 

As you may know, on Facebook when you “like” a company or organization, that action brings that organization 
closer to the top of the pile in search engines.  For instance, if you “liked” the MRSA Facebook page, when people 
search the internet for sailing or racing organizations in our area, MRSA would be closer to the top of the list which 
gives us more local exposure and, the new members we need.  

PLEASE SUPORT CHRIS AND KRISTIN’S EFFORTS BY “LIKING” articles, pictures and features.   DO IT ALL THE TIME 
TO HELP OUR CLUB GROW! 

2017 GOVERNOR’S CUP 

 
 

 
 
The oldest and longest overnight race on the Chesapeake is the Governor’s Cup which was held August 4-6, 2017.  
It had 117 competitors who participated in the 70-mile (for the Annapolis to St. Mary’s leg) and 46-mile (from 
Potomac and Fishing Bay to St. Mary’s legs) and was the 44th running of the race. 

 

Racing Corner 

http://gmail.com/
http://facebook.com/magothysailing
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On the day of the race SpinSheet was predicting “gentle to moderate southerlies” and boy were they wrong!  They 
said the there was “an almost guarantee for light breeze on the nose for the long haul into the St. Mary’s River.”  
Although experienced competitors in this race know to expect just about any condition in the night from dead calm 
and anchoring to avoid going backwards, to wild thunderstorms, to a perfect beam reach with stars overhead… they 
got a surprise of a lifetime with huge gusty breezes on the nose and they beat upwind the whole night.  A number of 
boats dropped out throughout the night because of the high winds and many of them didn’t even get as far as 
Herrington Harbor.  However, entering St. Mary’s River the winds slacked off and shifted giving the diehards a beat 
to the finish. 

Some of the diehards were MRSA members and in the next issue of the Old Man, we will provide participant names 
and also an overview of those members who have raced and placed over the last few years in the Gov Cup. 

 
Mariners Notice:  Have you ever noticed that sailors need a split personality?  You need to be an optimist - if not 
you will never untie the dock lines and never actually leave. And you need to be a pessimist - if not you will lose 
the boat because you did not take enough care to consider the dangers and to make needed preparations. 

 
Bay Bites is a section of the Old Man for tasty treats that can be made on a boat. I know we all love our boats and 
enjoy eating, so, dig up your favorite boat recipe from your galley to share with the MRSA members. Please send 
your recipe to newsletter@magothysailing.com,and they will be published in Bay Bites. 
 
                                                                                                                                Menu suggestions from Dennise Fath           

        
 
 

 

Mariner's Notice 

Bay Bites 

http://www.cruisersforum.com/forums/tags/dock.html
http://www.cruisersforum.com/forums/tags/boat.html
mailto:newsletter@magothysailing.com,and
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SHIP’S STORE 

Loura Bonham is urging members to save at our Online Store and she has End of Season deals going on that will 
make your head spin(naker). At the Mil-Bur Picnic, she had a name your own price sale.  Of course, she did say 
“no” a lot!  LOL! Club cruising burgees are available at the cost of $11 each.  These will be available at all MRSA 
land functions and also by personal request to Loura at louradbonham@gmail.com or by calling or texting 443-799-
3813. 
 
 

MRSA  Classified  
 
 

MRSA Classifieds – good deals from MRSA members   

 
 
HELP WANTED:    All our BOG offices are up for grabs for the 2018 Season, including editor of the highly 
respected and venerable, Old Man. 
 
FOR SALE    Pearson 37, Racer/Cruiser, 1982, Hull #10, Bumble Bee 
Dimensions: 
LOA: 36.92 ft, LWL: 30.08 ft, Beam: 11.83 ft, Displacement: 12524, Ballast: 5400 lbs. 
Tankage: Fuel: 35 gal, Water: 70 gal, Yanmar 3GM30 diesel (new in 2001), 27hp, 590 hrs. 
Performance 
Raced for many years on the Chesapeake Bay by current owners and has proved to be a top level racer (1

st
, 3

rd
, 4

th
 

and 6
th
 out of 5 Governors Cup Chesapeake Bay Race, plus about 25 trophies in the past 12 years.  

Electronics: 
Garmin GPSMAP 192C, Garmin network with depth, speed, wind direction and two monitors in cockpit, SailComp 
103C racing calculator, Raytheon ST4000 Autopilot with SPX smart pilot, ICOM IC-M45 VHF 
Horizon MST30 AM/FM Stereo with tape player 
Overall Accommodations, Layout, Equipment 
Very stylish low profile lines, nicely set up cruiser with shower, hot water plumbing (need hot water heater), Force 
10 stove, sleeps 7, large selection of sails. The mast is the taller version, fin keel, hydraulic vang and backstay, 
responds very quickly and points excellently up wind. Spray dodger, connecting bimini with back shade (new 2013, 
used 4 times) 
Asking price is $34,900.  Call 410-647-2468, 410-562-3421 or celerity1@verizon.net 
 

                                                               
 

 
 

The Old Man 

Magothy River Sailing Association  
P.O. Box 1135 Pasadena, MD 21122   
 
 

 Please do your part to restore the Bay and actively make it cleaner. 
  
htttp://www.magothysailing.com   
facebook.com/magothysailing                                          

Treasure the 
Chesapeake! 

 
 

 

http://facebook.com/magothysailing

